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Certifying a Death in Arizona
Physicians and advanced health care professionals asked to complete a death certi�cate for a patient
who died at home of natural causes may hesitate to do so for several reasons, such as, not seeing the
patient for many months, uncertainty about the exact cause of death, or fear of potential litigation
related to the patient’s care, treatment, or death. These are common concerns but do not justify
delaying or failing to complete a death certi�cate. If you have received a request to complete the
medical certi�cation section of a death certi�cate, the following checklist may ease your mind and help
you through the process.

Indicators for Completing Medical Certi�cation of Death

I am an Arizona licensed physician, naturopath, midwife, nurse midwife, nurse practitioner, or
physician assistant, or a healthcare professional licensed in another state and working in a federal
health care facility.[i]

I provided the decedent with “current care,” which is examination, treatment, or care, including
prescribing medication, in the 18 months preceding the person’s death.[ii]

I did not examine, treat, or care for the decedent solely as part of a single emergency or urgent
care event.[iii]

Guidance for Properly Completing Medical Certi�cation of Death

By providing medical certi�cation of death, I am o�ering my opinion of the probable or presumed
cause of death based on my medical judgment and any reasonable form of evidence, including
but not limited to personal examination, the person’s medical history, and/or the person’s
medical records.[iv]

I must complete the medical certi�cation within 72 hours of the person’s death, including
weekends.[v]

When completing the medical certi�cation, I will need to do so electronically, using the Arizona
Database Application for Vital Events (DAVE) System. Meet DAVE at the end of this article.
I am not subject to civil liability or professional disciplinary action when I complete the medical
certi�cation in good faith.[vi]

I may be subject to a non-disciplinary Advisory Letter from the Arizona Medical Board for failure
to timely sign the death certi�cate.
I completed Part I of the cause of death certi�cation, using quali�ers such as “probable” or “likely”
where appropriate, by listing: 1) the immediate cause of death �rst, on the top line, as a disease or
condition, not the mechanism of death; 2) the intermediate cause(s) of death, below the
immediate cause of death; 3) the underlying cause(s) of death, below the intermediate cause of
death; 4) the causes of death in logical causal sequence in terms of time and etiology; and 5) time
intervals between the presumed onset of the listed conditions and the time of death (i.e. 30
minutes, 10 days, approximately 5 years).[vii]

I speci�ed the conditions leading to the immediate cause of death, including the underlying
cause of death, by using the applicable standards from the Physicians’ Handbook on Medical
Certi�cation of Death, published by the CDC.[viii]
I completed Part II of the cause of death certi�cation by listing other signi�cant conditions that
contributed to death but did not result in the underlying cause stated in Part I.[ix]
Based on information available to me, I listed the manner, time, and date of death and whether
the date is the actual date of death or a date determined through a death investigation
conducted by a medical examiner.[x]
Based on information available to me, I provided information about the decedent’s pregnancy
status in the year prior to the death.[xi]
I provided my opinion on whether tobacco use contributed to the cause of death.[xii]
I indicated whether an autopsy was performed and whether autopsy results were available to
complete cause of death certi�cation.[xiii]
Under the following circumstances, I have reported a death of which I am aware to the nearest
peace o�cer who will notify a Medical Examiner[xiv]: 1) Death when not under the current care of
a health care provider as de�ned pursuant to section 36-301; 2) Death resulting from violence; 3)
Unexpected or unexplained death; 4) Death of a person in a custodial agency as de�ned in
section 13-4401; 5) Unexpected or unexplained death of an infant or child; 6) Death occurring in a
suspicious, unusual or nonnatural manner, including death from an accident believed to be
related to the deceased person's occupation or employment; 7) Death occurring as a result of
anesthetic or surgical procedures; 8) Death suspected to be caused by a previously unreported
or undiagnosed disease that constitutes a threat to public safety; or 9) Death involving
unidenti�able bodies.
I electronically completed, signed, dated, and submitted the death certi�cate through the DAVE
System.

Meet DAVE

The Arizona Department of Health Services (AZDHS) Bureau of Vital Records (BVR) implemented the
Database Application for Vital Events (DAVE) System October 2017. DAVE is a web-based electronic vital
records system with modules for death and birth certi�cates.

Physicians must complete and submit the Facility User Authorization Form at
https://drive.google.com/�le/d/1PVPvzNvZCT_xh367Fz3b2owG953ubJ_h/view to gain access to the
DAVE System. Physicians will create a Username through the form and acknowledge completion of the
DAVE System training at http://azdhs.gov/licensing/vital-records/index.php#dave-medical. The
course is 37 minutes. The DAVE System Administrator will assign a temporary password.

Physicians can then login to DAVE at https://azvitals.com/Web/Logon.aspx, enter the Username and
temporary Password assigned by the System Administrator, and click on the Login box. The DAVE User
Guide Arizona at https://azdhs.gov/documents/licensing/vital-records/dave-training/dave-full-user-
guide-arizona.pdf is a how-to for new and experienced DAVE users. AZDHS also o�ers DAVE Tips &
Tricks at https://azdhs.gov/documents/licensing/vital-records/dave-training/dave-tips-and-tricks.pdf.
Training and resources are available at https://azdhs.gov/licensing/vital-records/index.php#dave-
training.

Resources for Medical Certi�cation of Cause of Death

1. Physician’s Handbook on Medical Certi�cation of Death (2003 Revision)
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/misc/hb_cod.pdf

2. Instructions for Completing the Cause-of-Death Section of the Death Certi�cate
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/dvs/blue_form.pdf

3. Improving Cause of Death Reporting webinar
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/training/improving_cause_of_death_reporting/

4. Cause of Death Quick Reference Guide Mobile Application
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/cause-of-death-reference-guide/id1363232296?mt=8 or
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.cdc.iiu.anubis 

5. Procedures and Criteria to Refer a Death to the Arizona O�ce of the Medical Examiner
https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7660/Procedures-to-Refer-a-Death-to-the-
O�ce-of-the-Medical-Examiner-July-2010-

6. Yavapai County Medical Examiner Cause of Death Certi�cation for Health Care Providers
http://www.yavapai.us/Portals/39/Forms/MedicalCerti�erInformationwithLinks.pdf

7. Maricopa County Department of Public Health Pocket Reference Guide for Cause of Death
Certi�cation in Arizona https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/7673/Reference-
Guide-for-Cause-of-Death-Certi�cation-in-Arizona-PDF?bidId=

Senior Risk Management Consultants are ready to help with questions and provide more information.
You can reach a Consultant Monday- Friday 8:30 am-5:00 pm MST at 800.352.0402 x2137, 602.808.2137,
or rm_info@mica-insurance.com.

[i] A.R.S. § 36-301(19).

[ii] A.R.S. § 36-301(8).

[iii] A.R.S. § 36-301(8).

[iv] A.R.S. § 36-301(23).

[v] A.R.S. § 36-325(G); A.A.C. R9-19-303(C)(2).

[vi] A.R.S. § 36-325(N).

[vii] A.A.C. R9-19-302(A)(3)(c)(d) & R9-19-303(C)(3).

[viii] A.A.C. R9-19-303(C)(3).

[ix] A.A.C. R9-19-302(A)(3)(e).

[x] A.A.C. R9-19-302(A)(3)(a)(b)(h).

[xi] A.A.C. R9-19-302(A)(4)(d)(i)-(v).

[xii] A.A.C. R9-19-302(A)(4)(c).

[xiii] A.A.C. R9-19-302(A)(3)(f)(g).

[xiv]A.R.S. § 11-593(B).
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