
 

 

January 19, 2021 

To:   Members, Maricopa County Medical Society 

From:   John McElligott, Executive Director 

Re:   Teleconference with Maricopa County Department of Public Health on January 19, 2021 

 

The following are my notes from a teleconference with staff of the MCDPH. 

• Slight decline in cases nationally after post-holiday peak, and county epi curve is similar. 

• 416,480 cases in Maricopa County 

• All time high of COVID+ inpatients at 3,707 in central region counted by EMResource 

• All time high of COVID+ medical/surgical beds at 2,914 

• Hospitals are limiting most access to COVID-positive cases. 

• Of the 6,437 COVID-19 deaths in the county, 26% occurred in LTCF residents with 10% of deaths 
in the past two weeks. 

• Like any virus, multiple COVID-19 variants are circulating globally. B.1.1.7 in the UK has many 
mutations which allows it to spread more effectively than other variants. There is no evidence 
B.1.1.7 causes more severe illness or increased risk of death. B.1.1.7 is in 20 US states thus far. 

• CDC will determine spread of the variants, genetic differences, and clinical impacts. 

• 134,656 doses provided so far through Phases 1A and 1B. Maricopa County still prioritizes adults 
ages 75 and older in Phase 1B, given limited availability and difficulty vaccinating that group. 

• MCDPH has used five regional PODs in Phase 1A. Arizona PODs are State Farm Stadium (current) 
and Phoenix Municipal Stadium (starting February 1) with 500 vaccines/day as the goal. Retail 
pharmacies are starting to provide vaccines. FQHC locations are coming online. 

• Physicians wanting to provide vaccine to their patients can use the State’s electronic provider 
onboarding tool. Learn more about that process here. During the enrollment process, AZDHS 
verifies each provider’s ability to receive, store, handle, and administer vaccine. 

• All remaining Phase 1A individuals who are interested in vaccination can continue to register 
along with Phase 1B prioritized. There is no separate prescreen form to fill out going forward. 
Find available vaccination appointments here. 

• If you received your first vaccine dose prior to Jan. 11th and need to schedule your second 
dose, please fill out this survey to get on the scheduling list for 1A second dose vaccines when 
appointments are available. You will be notified by email if/when openings occur. Appointments 
through this process are not guaranteed and subject to vaccine availability. 

• Please bring two things to your vaccine appointment: 1) your appointment confirmation email, 
email with QR code (ADHS site), and 2) a form of ID confirming your healthcare employment, 
such as a work ID or paystub. Please be sure to check your appointment time and do not drive to 
a site as a walk-in. Registration and appointments are required. 

https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/vaccine/covid19-pandemic-vaccine-provider-onboarding-tool.pdf
https://www.maricopa.gov/5659/COVID-19-Vaccine-Locations
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/1ADose2

